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By Richard Burger
If you’ve noticed that there are a lot 

of hop yards in the lower valley with 
what appear to be new hop plantings, 
you’re seeing first-hand the effects of the 
remarkable growth in the craft-brewing 
industry.

The hops craft brewers want are what 
is known as “aroma” varieties, those with 
a variety of flavoring characteristics that 
microbrewers favor.        

Those hops are replacing some of the 
“alpha” hop varieties, typically used as 
bittering agents by large commercial 
brewers such as Anheuser-Busch.

According to Ann George, Hop 
Growers of America Administrator and 
head of the Washington Hop Commission, 
Washington has historically been a heavy 
producer of alpha varieties, with about 70 
percent of production going to alphas and 
30 percent to aroma varieties.

She said the Yakima Valley is very well 
suited to the effective production of alpha 
varieties, and the preponderance of alphas 
was made more pronounced with the so-
called “super alphas” in the 90s, which 
gave growers the capability to increase 
yields even more.

The upshot of the move into super 
alphas was over-production which 
eventually glutted the market with 
processed hops.

As a consequence, alpha prices 
plunged to the point that prices of aroma 
varieties were pulled down as well, and 

‘Aroma’ hop varieties replacing ‘high alpha’ in valley fields
Craft brewers cause market shift

Staff photo
A field of first-year plantings of an “aroma” hop variety pales in comparison to vigorous 
established varieties in other fields. The new plantings are in response to the increase 
in demand by craft brewers, who want them for the wide array of flavors and aromas 
they impart. 

the financial health of the entire industry 
suffered, George said.

The glutted market and consequent 
low prices were a benefit to small craft 
brewers, who had ready access to hops 
on the spot market, and had no need to 
contract for their supply.

However, by 2007, the brewing 
industry had worked through the glut, and 
the supply-and-demand pendulum began 
to swing the other way. The glut became 
a shortage. 

With the hop industry in poor financial 
health, and hops in short supply, brewers 
learned a hard lesson about the importance 
of an assured supply of hops, George said.

Craft brewers who had become 
accustomed to meeting their hop needs 
in the spot market found the supply had 
dried up. 

That experience helped convert craft 
brewers from spot-market buyers to 
contract buyers.

“We finally got people on the 
contracting bandwagon,” George said.

That has created a new sector that is 
contracting for their hops, and the aroma 
varieties are what they want, according to 
George.

She said that the craft-brewer segment 
now accounts for close to 20 percent of 
the market.

In terms of hop acreage under 
cultivation, the 70-percent alpha, 
30-percent aroma ratio has recently 
shifted to 50-50, and George said the ratio 
may well shift even further into aroma 
varieties, perhaps to as much as 60-40 in 
favor of aroma varieties.

The craft-brewer 
segment now 

accounts for close 
to 20 percent of 

the market.
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Some banks talk about having free 
checking accounts, but then they ding you 
here and nick you there with annoying fees 
or requirements before they allow you to 
actually have free checking.  With some,    
it is never free.

That’s not the case with Yakima Federal.  
From day one our Better Than Free 
Checking account is totally free.  There 
are no monthly service fees no matter how 
low your balance is, and if you maintain a 
balance of $1000 or more, interest is 
earned daily.

Our Better Than Free 
Checking Account Really is Free!

FREE 
MEANS 

FREE
FREE 
MEANS 

FREE
FREE 
MEANS 

FREE

At Yakima
Federal
Savings

and Loan

Plus, with Yakima Federal’s Better 
Than Free Checking account you     
get a free first order of checks, a free     
Visa Debit or ATM card, free Yakima 
Federal ATM access, free online 
banking and bill pay, free cancelled 
check storage and more!

If you are tired of your so-called free 
checking account costing you money, 
check with Yakima Federal.  Because 
when we say free, we mean free!

Now with Online Banking 
at www.yakimafed.com
 Toll Free 1-800-331-3225

Prosser
786-2366

Sunnyside
837-4555

By Dr. E. Kirsten Peters
Most of us don’t spend a lot of our time 

cooking from scratch. What’s known 
as processed foods – everything from 
snacks to boxed dinners – makes up a 
great deal of what most Americans eat. 
Indeed, the majority of what most of us 
eat is processed to one degree or another.  

Some highly processed foods are not 
so healthy, especially the ones made with 
refined flours and ingredients. Surveys in 
the U.S. and Great Britain show that most 
people consume less than one serving 
per day of whole-grain cereals. That’s a 
shame because research has shown that 
three servings of whole grains a day are 
better for us. 

For researchers in food science, one 
of the central questions is: Can we make 
convenient foods that are both tasty and 
good for us? To put it another way, how 
can we increase the whole-grain content 
of processed foods in a way that won’t 
sacrifice taste and texture? 

Into this fray has walked a new variety 
of wheat called “waxy wheat.” Waxy 
wheat was first bred around the turn of 
the 21st century.  

Whole-grain waxy wheat has unique 
processing properties. Basically, it 
forms a paste at a significantly lower 
temperature than does regular wheat, 
and it swells with more water than do 
standard varieties of wheat. 

“Waxy wheat holds real potential for 
improving processed foods,” said Dr. 
Girish Ganjyal, a faculty member in the 
School of Food Science at Washington 
State University.

Ganjyal recently taught me several 
things about the food we eat. One is 
that snack foods contribute a whopping 
25 percent of the calories most adult 
Americans take in. Obviously, that means 

New wheat variety holds 
potential for improving 
processed foods  

snack foods are important to human 
health in the U.S. 

In recent years there has been a serious 
effort by the food industry to increase the 
fiber and protein content of processed 
foods. Part of that effort is focusing on 
the wide range of foods made with what’s 
termed “extrusion” processing. 

Extrusion processing involves passing 
food ingredients through a barrel with an 
opening at the end known as a die. The 
food ingredients are cooked as they pass 
through the extruder and exit through the 
die that gives shape to the food. Extrusion 
processing is crucial to everything from 
elbow macaroni and tortilla chips to 
Cheetos and Fruit Loops, as well as 
things like snack bars and military field 
rations.

But as you incorporate more fiber 
and protein into the extruded food, you 
change its taste and texture. In general, 
U.S. consumers like “light” foods that 
crunch and then dissolve in the mouth. 
The good news is that waxy wheat, when 
processed through extruders, cooks at 
low energy inputs and produces light 
textured products.   

Ganjyal is researching how using 
waxy wheat may be able to side-step the 
problem of whole grain extruded foods 
being “darker” than many people like. In 
other words, he wants to keep the melt-in-
your-mouth texture that consumers like, 
even while incorporating more nutrition 
into the extruded foods.

Stay tuned. 
Dr. E. Kirsten Peters, a native of 

the rural Northwest, was trained as a 
geologist at Princeton and Harvard. 
This column is a service of the College 
of Agricultural, Human, and Natural 
Resource Sciences at Washington State 
University. 

Fun Farm Facts
•	 Mature turkeys have more than 3,500 feathers.
•	 There are 47 different breeds of sheep in the U.S.
•	 Pork is the most widely eaten meat in the world.
•	 The average person consumes 584 pounds of dairy products a year.
•	 160 degrees Fahrenheit is the correct cooking temperature to ensure  

 safe and savory ground beef.
•	 Elevators in the Statue of Liberty use a soybean-based hydraulic fluid.
•	 Like snowflakes, no two cows have exactly the same pattern of spots.

Marble Ranch in Grandview

Photo by Victoria Walker
The Marble Ranch barn was formally the Marble Iris Ranch barn. The vineyard 
in the foreground was put in in the late 1960’s. The barn is in Grandview and is 
privately owned.



Page 4 • Valley Farm Life 2014

Irrigation pipe and electrical
power lines play crucial
roles on today’s farms. But
the two should never come
into contact with each other.

Benton REA reminds you to look up and make sure no 
power lines are around when you’re working with irrigation 
pipes, ladders, or antennas.

For more information about electrical
safety or our electrical safety

demonstration, call Benton REA at:
786-2913 or 1-800-221-6987

402 7th Street • Prosser • Email: info@bentonrea.org
WWW.BENTONREA.ORG

Safety
First!

LOOK UP...
              AND LIVE!

• •

SOME PEOPLE 
ARE SHOCKED 
BY WHAT THEY 

FIND WHEN
THEY DIG IN 

THEIR YARDS.
It’s that time of year when people begin 
poking all kinds of holes in the ground. 
New trees, shrubs, fence posts, mail boxes; 
you name it. All require some digging ... 
a hole from a foot to several feet deep. 
The problem these days is that you don’t 
really know what you are going to dig into, 
it could be a buried utility line, 220 volts of 
electricity or you may chop right into the 
cable TV line.

Benton
  R
     E
        A
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

member owned 
& controlled 
since 1937

•	 2.2 million farms dot America’s rural landscape. About 97 percent of 
U.S. farms are operated by families – individuals, family partnerships or family 
corporations.

•	 Farm and ranch families comprise just 2 percent of the U.S. population.

•	 More than 21 million American workers (15 percent of the total U.S. 
workforce) produce, process and sell the nation’s food and fiber.

•	 Today’s farmers produce 262 percent more food with 2 percent fewer inputs 
(labor, seeds, feed, fertilizer, etc.), compared with 1950.

FAST FAcTS ABouT AGRiculTuRE
•	 U.S. farm programs typically cost each American just pennies per meal and 

account for less than one-half of 1 percent of the total U.S. budget.

•	 31 percent of U.S. gross farm income comes directly from exports.

•	 About 23 percent of raw U.S. farm products are exported each year.

•	 Farmers and ranchers receive only 16 cents out of every dollar spent on 
food at home and away from home. The rest goes for costs beyond the farm gate: 
wages and materials for production, processing, marketing, transportation and 
distribution. In 1980, farmers and ranchers received 31 cents.
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Fresh from the Farm
to your table!

Prosser Farmers’ Market 
OPEN EVERY SATURDAY

Featuring:
Plants • Cut Flowers • Artisan Breads

Gourmet Cheeses • Espresso
Cookies & Pastries

Unique Art & Craft Items • Woven Baskets

Every Saturday • May-October • 8 a.m.-12 noon
Prosser City Park • 7th St. & Sommers Ave.

www.prosserfarmersmarket.com

Avoiding heat stress for livestock 
during the hottest months of the year is 
an important consideration in animal 
husbandry. 

According to the July Yakima County 
4-H newsletter, managing animals in high 
temperatures requires good planning. 

It’s important to keep an eye on the 
weather forecasts, and to develop a plan 
for days of high to extreme temperature 
that will ensure animals have sufficient 
shade and water.

Extreme heat causes significant stress 
for animals. There are a few simple 
guidelines livestock owners can follow to 
reduce the impacts of high temperatures.

Make sure they have a plentiful supply 
of clean, cool water, and suitable shelter 
or shade. 

The best type of shelter protects the 
animals from the sun and allows for the 
cooling effect of wind to pass through.

Try not to handle the animals during 
the heat of the day. Early mornings or late 
evenings are a better time. 

Young animals are at high risk of heat 
stress. Sheep that are newly shorn are at 
risk of sunburn. Beef cattle with black 
hair suffer more than those with lighter 
hair, although those with pink skin are at 
risk of sunburn.

Holsteins are less tolerant than Jersey 
cows. Cattle, alpacas and llamas are more 
prone to heat stress than sheep and goats.

Symptoms of heat stress include 
panting, increased respiration rate, 
increased water intake, loss of appetite, 
listlessness, and increased salivation. 

In severe cases, animals may become 
unconscious. If animals begin showing 
signs of heat stress, actions to cool them 

Staff photo
A small herd of Black Angus cattle seeks the shade of a willow tree in a valley pasture near Grandview. Hot summer temperatures 
can mean making sure livestock have sufficient shade and water to avoid heat stress.  

Summer 
heat can 
require 
special 
care for 
livestock

down should be taken immediately.
Move them to shade somewhere with 

a breeze, encourage them to drink cool 
water, but encourage them to drink small 
amounts.

Spray them with cool water, especially 
on their legs and feet or let them stand in 
cool water. Use sprinklers or hoses for 
cattle, pigs and horses.

Start from the feet and moving up 
slowly. Lay wet towels over them. Poultry 
should not be wet down unless there is a 
breeze to aid the cooling process.

Increase air movement with fans, 
ventilation, or wind/breeze. Pigs are 
highly susceptible to heat stress and 
sunburn, and should not be exposed to 
long periods of direct sunlight or extremes 
of temperature. 

Pigs are unable to sweat and so try 
to cool themselves by increasing water 
intake, lying on a cool surface, wallowing 
in mud/water, panting, and reducing feed 
intake.

The most important things you can 
do for your animals in hot weather is 
to provide them with rest, shade, and 

plenty of clean, cool water.
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By Richard Burger
It’s the old adage of fighting fire 

with fire, applied to orchardists and 
berry producers.

Robins, starlings, and other birds 
enjoy sweet, ripe fruit just as much as 
people, and local growers go to great 
lengths to discourage the feathered 
critters from damaging crops.

Estimates of losses vary, but can 
run 20 percent and higher, in some 

Staff photo
A nesting box for American kestrels 
waits to be installed. The boxes are 
manufactured by Orchard Guard, in 
Yakima, which was founded by Ben Dover. 

The end of bird damage to crops is just 
a nesting box away

areas.
When Ben Dover, of Yakima, 

got fed up with birds damaging the 
cherries in his small orchard several 
years ago, he decided to find a way to 
stop them.

Dover, who has since retired from 
farming, said he read in a government 
bulletin that where the American 
kestrel lives, other birds do not.

Kestrels are the smallest member 

AUTO SERVICE
CENTER

Quality Auto
Repair at an

Affordable Price

♦ Diagnostic Testing  ♦ Coolant Flush
♦ Complete Engine Repair ♦ Electrical Repair
♦ Transmission Service ♦ Oil Change
♦ AC Service & Repair ♦ Tuneups

 Brake Replacement Service & Repair
 ~ Accept Most Extended Service Contracts ~     

 Hours: Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
1123 Wine Country Road • Prosser • 786-3826

Owners Cliff & Sally Bohlke

Se habla
español

Flooring ... Carpet - Vinyl - Hardwood
   Cork - Bamboo - Laminate - Linoleum

Paint ... Miller - Pittsburgh

Window Treatments ... Hunter Douglas
  

MOHAWK Dupont
Sorona Carpet

with Lifetime
Stain Warranty

Starting at $3.79 sq. ft.
Installation with 8# pad

Discover The 
Home of Your 
Dreams at

BJ Paint & Carpet

M-F 8-5:30 • Sat. 9-3
1206 Stacy Avenue
Prosser • 786-4652 

of the raptor family, about the size 
of a robin. They are very territorial, 
and are known to kill and harass other 
birds.   

So, Dover did some research, and 
developed a Kestrel nesting box to 
encourage them to take up residence 
in his orchard, which they obligingly 
did.

Kestrels don’t build their own 
nests, they use artificial structures and 
holes in trees. 

When the small raptors began 
living in his orchard, Dover said his 
problems with other birds simply 
disappeared.

Dover decided he would make 
his nesting box available to other 
orchardists who had the same problem.

He started a company called 
Orchard Guard, and set up a small 
shop to be able to mass produce the 
boxes.

He refined his design to make the 
boxes easier to maintain, and began 
his marketing efforts.

Since then, he has sold them to 
growers around the Northwest, and 
even into Canada.

The nesting boxes should be 
mounted on a free-standing pole, 
from 10 to 30 feet off the ground, and 
situated facing to the southeast.

Squirrels and predators can be 
prevented from reaching the boxes by 
placing a guard around the post. 

Two or three inches of wood chips 
should be placed in the bottom of the 
box, and it should be checked every 
week or so to make sure that it hasn’t 
been occupied by starlings.

A hinged bottom makes it easy to 

remove the nests and eggs of other 
species of birds, and to refresh the 
wood chips at the beginning of the 
growing season.

Dover has also expanded his 
business to include nesting boxes for 
barn owls and brown bats.

The owls kill up to 2,000 rodents 
per year, and a single colony of 150 
bats can consume as many as 33 
million rootworms each summer.

Dover maintains a web site at www.
orchardguard.com, where his nesting 
boxes can be ordered. His firm can be 
reached by phone at 509-910-6598.  

Wheel line irrigation

Photo by Victoria Walker
Part of a wheel line irrigation system in a freshly cut field of hay on Byron Rd. 
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Prosser • 509-788-1522 / Richland • 509-375-1021

Come Out And See What We Are All About!

2505 Dump Road • Prosser

www.AmericanRockProducts.com

American       Rock  Products

Washed Rock - Crushed Rock
Boulders - Drain Rock

Gravel - Sand - Pea Gravel
Quarry Spalls - Bedding Sand

Fill Material & More!

For All Your 
“Rock” Needs

Quality You 
Can Build On

Ready Mix 
Concrete
Concrete 

Accessories
Ecology
Blocks
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“Building a Tradition of Excellence”

VANESSA
Columbia Basin Denture/ NW Dental Implant Ctr.
NW Dental 3x6
3D3W
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SHPR
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Locations in Prosser, Kennewick, 
Yakima, and Walla Walla 1-800-648-9905

DENTAL IMPLANTS:
New Hope For Denture Wearers

NORTHWEST DENTAL IMPLANT CENTER

EXPERIENCE: Our caring and high 
tech services

FREE: Extraction, implant and dental 
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ONE LOW PRICE: On full mouth 
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CONSULTATION,
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tech services

FREE: Extraction, implant and dental 
consultations.

ONE LOW PRICE: On full mouth 
extractions, implants and dentures.

CONSULTATION,
EXAM & XRAY

A $250 Value

FREEFREE

Dr. Bradly Frank & Family

Columbia Basin Denture Care
    Mike Ankermiller      786-2963
       Licensed Denturist          800-591-2240

1225 Meade Avenue • Prosser

FINANCING Available
Custom Dentures or Partials

Same Day - Relines
Same Day - Repairs
Free Consultations

Call 1-800-648-9905
Amablemente atendido por el professional bilingue

Get Your Smile Back!

  Toppenish  865-2820
John Top • Mobile 840-0342   Jeff Wiersma • Mobile 952-7299

Proud 
to support 
the fair!

509-865-2820
Jeff Wiersma • John Top • Chad Lowry • Troy Frazier 

What could alpacas 
add to your life?

Photo by Jennifer Ely  
Jacob meets Mercedes at Sage Bluff Alpacas.

By Jennifer Ely
Do you enjoy being 

outdoors?  Working with 
animals?  Want to involve 
the whole family?  Consider 
alpacas… a most unique 
livestock!

Raised for their luxurious 
fiber, alpacas are intelligent, 
gentle and eco-friendly.  
And they are also “a blast to 
hang out with,” according to 
Jennifer Ely of Sage Bluff 
Alpacas.  “When John and 
I chose to add alpacas to our 
lives, we decided it needed to 
be fun, and profitable, and it’s 
been both!”

The Elys specialize in 
mentoring new owners.  They 
have 40 huacaya alpacas on 
their farm in Prosser.  Their 
recent “Spin-In” at their 
Steele Road farm drew fiber 
artists and farm visitors from 
throughout the valley.  The 
Fiber Arts Festival included 
spinning demonstrations, farm 
tours, shopping in the retail 
barn and a “name the cria” 

Photo by Jennifer Ely
New silver grey cria at Sage Bluff Alpacas.

contest.
In addition to seasonal open farm days, the Elys welcome visitors throughout the 

year.  A phone call or email is all it takes to schedule a tour.
Alpacas are shorn in the spring.  Their fiber is warmer, softer and stronger than sheep 

wool; similar in feel and value to fine cashmere.  Alpaca fiber has no lanolin and comes 
in 22 natural colors, requiring less processing than other natural fibers. Alpaca fleece can 
be made into roving, spun into yarn, or designed into garments of all kinds. The farm 
store at Sage Bluff Alpacas features unique fashions and accessories, as well as beautiful 
yarn from their own herd.

The eco-friendly alpacas are semi-ruminants, grazing the tops of grass. Their 
padded feet and toenails are easy on pastures. The alpaca’s rich fertilizer is perfect for 
supplementing garden soils.  

Occasional herd health duties such as injections and toe nail trimming are all that 
alpacas generally require.  Grass or hay, clean water, a three sided shelter and fencing 
for predator protection make for easy-keeping.  Grass pastures can accommodate 5-10 
alpacas per acre.

People from all walks of life agree that raising alpacas can provide both income 
and pleasure in a thoroughly enjoyable rural lifestyle.  There are over 4500 alpaca farms 
in the U.S., with that number growing annually.

To learn more about the benefits of owning alpacas, call John and Jennifer Ely of Sage 
Bluff Alpacas in Prosser, 509-786-4507. Visit their web site at: www.sagebluffalpacas.
com. Farm visitors are welcome daily by appointment.  Or plan to attend their next open 
house September 27-28th.

Editors note: Jennifer Ely is owner and operator of Sage Bluff Alpacas in Prosser.  
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PO BOX 918
SUNNYSIDE, WA 98944

T (509) 837-6822

www.mtstates.com
MO-UN-TS-C352DC

Turn - Key Construction
for Washington’s Ag Industry 

  

Permit Assistance & Procurement,   
Wastewater Design & Management,

Pre-Engineered Steel Buildings,
Concrete Work

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

WE WANT TO
HELP GROW
YOUR PORTFOLIO.
Drought and cold weather
may keep you from getting
the best results from your
crops. Inflation and other 
economic factors could
keep you from getting the
best results from your
investments.

While we can’t control
the weather or markets, 
we can review your
investments, find ways 
to help save money on
your taxes and help you
prepare for retirement. 

Call today to schedule a
complimentary portfolio
review.
Jeremy Hunsaker
Financial Advisor
.

1119 Meade Avenue
Prosser, WA 99350
509-786-7787

Bill Jenkin, AAMS®

INTRODUCING 

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

One of the few professionals still making house calls.

Bill Jenkin, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

1119 Meade Avenue
Prosser, WA 99350
509-786-7787

Bill Jenkin
Bill Jenkin is one of 12,000 Edward Jones financial
advisors serving individual investors in 50 states. Today,
we have more branch offices than any other brokerage
firm in the country, and we serve more than 6 million
individual investors nationwide. Bill is anxious to put
the extensive resources of Edward Jones to work for
you. He'll meet with you at home or at any other
convenient location that suits your needs.

MKT-1952B-A Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com

For decades, Edward Jones has been committed 
to providing financial solutions and personalized 
service to individual investors.

You can rely on us for:

•	Convenience
Locations in the community and face-to-face 
meetings at your convenience

•	A	Quality-focused	Investment	Philosophy
A long-term approach that focuses on quality 
investments and diversification

•	Highly	Personal	Service
Investment guidance tailored to your  
individual needs

Call or visit today.

We Understand
Commitment.

Bill Jenkin, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

1119 Meade Avenue
Prosser, WA 99350
509-786-7787

WSU Prosser – The Irrigation 
Scheduler Mobile makes irrigation a bit 
easier for farmers in the Yakima valley.  
The scheduler is an online tool developed 
by researchers at Washington State 
University.  The Irrigation Scheduler 
Mobile takes information about soil, crop 
type and weather to calculate the optimal 
amount of water to use.

Irrigation Scheduler Mobile is an 
interactive website optimized for smart 
phones and other mobile devices, 
although it works equally well on desktop 
computers. The system uses data from 
AgWeatherNet, WSU’s network of nearly 
140 weather stations across the state of 
Washington that collects data on local 
precipitation, temperature, humidity, 
sunshine and wind speed.

Troy Peters, WSU Extension irrigation 
specialist, partnered with AgWeatherNet 
director Gerrit Hoogenboom and 
AgWeatherNet Web developer Sean Hill 
to create the system.

Those wishing to use the irrigation 
scheduler can create a free account here, 
select a nearby weather station and enter 
their soil type and crop type (including, 
for property owners and golf courses, 
grass or turf). The system displays any 
water deficit, including color-coded 
warnings when low moisture levels may 
damage plants. System users can update 
their account with the amount of water 
that they’ve applied to the lawn or crop.

iPhone screenshot of Irrigation 
Scheduler Mobile’s Daily Budget Table 
screen includes color-coded warnings as 
moisture level drops. Click on image to 
download high resolution version.

By sticking to system 
recommendations, users can walk the 
fine line of saving water while optimizing 
crop yields.

That’s not to say that Irrigation 
Scheduler Mobile is a one-trick pony. 

Irrigation recommendations via online program
For those who want to dig deeper into 
the mysteries of irrigation and crop 
management, it also calculates daily crop 
water use, cumulative water use, crop 
coefficients and root zone depth over 
time, the estimated amount of water lost 
to deep percolation, and the degree of 

water stress and estimated yield loss due 
to water stress.

Hoogenboom said Irrigation Scheduler 
Mobile is just one of several enhancements 
to the functionality of AgWeatherNet.

“In the past, AgWeatherNet’s 
emphasis has been on providing current 

By Victoria Walker
When you think of “organic” you 

think healthy. Fresh fruit and vegetable.  
The Washington Farmers Markets 
Association has been on the front lines 
promoting fresh, healthy, organic foods 
for the public. The main goal of the 
organization is to promote sustainable 
farmers markets throughout the state. 

What qualities are considered to 
be organic when it comes to the food 
and how it is produced? Organic 
food production is based on farming 
that imitates natural ecosystems, 
while maintaining fertile soil and 
replenishing nutrients. 

Organic food creates sustainable and 
healthy food systems and economical 
and environmentally sustainable 
farms. Economics is key. Organic 
markets and farms also help to create 
and drives agri-tourism and attracts 
visitors and tourists.

Organic foods are produced without 
the use of synthetic chemical pesticides 
and fertilizers, and are minimally 
processed thereby maintaining the 
integrity of the food without artificial 
preservatives. Also, organic foods are 
not genetically engineered.

Don’t be confused by natural foods 
vs. organic foods. 

Natural and organic are not the 
same. Other claims, such as free-range, 

and historical weather data,” he said. 
“Now the goal is to add more support 
tools.” Irrigation Scheduler Mobile is the 
latest addition, after the Cold Hardiness 
Monitor for the viticulture industry and 
the DAS pest and disease management 
program.

Organic farming alternatives
hormone-free, and natural, can still 
appear on food labels. However, don’t 
confuse these terms with “organic. “ To 
qualify as organic or “certified” the food 
has to have been grown and handled 
according to strict organic standards, 
generally enforced by independent 
third party organizations. What is 
considered organic is determined by 
WSDA states and also by the Federal 
government. To be certified organic, 
generally processing facilities as well 
as farm fields have to be inspected, 
records kept, and a periodic testing of 
soil, water and produce to ensure that 
the growers and processors are meeting 
USDA standards. 

For information on what is 
considered organic by the USDA 
you can go to their website at http://
www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/nop. 
For information on what is considered 
organic in Washington State you can 
visit the Washington State Agriculture 
Department website at http://agr.
wa.gov/FoodAnimal/Organic.

FAST FAcTS ABouT 
AGRiculTuRE

•	 In 2010, $115 billion worth of 
American agricultural products were 
exported around the world. The United 
States sells more food and fiber to 
world markets than we import, creating 
a positive agricultural trade balance.

•	 Americans enjoy a food 
supply that abundant, affordable 
overall and among the world’s safest, 
thanks in large part to the efficiency 
and productivity of America’s farm and 
ranch families.
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• Farm Tax Planning  • Payroll Services
• Income Tax Preparation • Succession Planning
• IRS Problem Resolution • Quickbook Training & Assistance

Everyone is seriously glad to see you. We know you by name . . . you don’t need 
novacaine to get through the appointment. We listen and care about you like family.

or business.

C e r t i fi e d  Pu b l i c  A c c o u n t a n t s

C e r t i fi e d  Pu b l i c  A c c o u n t a n t s

At Northwest Farm Credit Services we’re 100% committed to our customers because 

we’re 100% committed to agriculture. As a nearly 12 billion dollar financial services 

cooperative, our mission is to support the food and fiber industries that are so vital to 

the Northwest.

We proudly stand behind the customers we serve and are dedicated to moving this 

industry forward. 100%. Learn more about the benefits of being a customer-owner at  

northwestfcs.com or call 509.836.3080.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

        100% 
 COMMITTED TO AG

Crop Insurance Agent Angie Stanley, Relationship Manager Shaud Schwarzbach  
and customer Steve Swank 

By Victoria Walker
What? A red fleshed apple? How? 

Who? When? Where? Well….Howell Fruit 
Advantage has in fact developed a red-
fleshed apple, named the Hidden Surprise. 
Howell Fruit Advantage is owned by Bill 
and Lynette Howell and their orchard is 
TopCliffe Farms, located on the edge of 
Prosser.  

In the late 90s, Bill Howell, a retired 
IRAEC veteran of 38 years, became 
intrigued with innovations of marketing 
apple slices instead of a whole apple. 
“With that came the thought that a red-
fleshed apple might be quite attractive and 
appealing in the market place as a whole 
apple,” says Howell. 

Howell is a native of North Dakota, “I 
always wanted to farm, but the Vietnam 
War and draft led me to try college instead. 
I was an agriculture major at North Dakota 
State University and then got a master’s 
degree from WSU at IAREC, under Dr. 
Gaylord Mink’s mentoring,” says Bill 
Howe. 

Following that, Howell and family 
returned to Fargo, N. D. for more schooling 
and work. Then in 1973 Howell returned 
to Prosser for a position at WSU-IAREC 
where he worked as a plant pathologist 
specializing in tree fruit viruses. 

Photo courtesy of Topcliff Farms
There are two new apple varieties that are red-fleshed, one with a yellow skin and the 
other with red skin developed by Bill Howell of Prosser. 

Red fleshed apples 
discovered and 
developed in Prosser

“In 1979, I finally took a stab at part 
time farming by renting land west of town 
and raising tomatoes to sell out of our back 
yard, through the Evan’s grocery store 
and Keno’s restaurant in town, to truckers 
taking them to produce stands throughout 
the Northwest, and for folks wanting to 
pick their own,” said Howe. 

In 1981 the Howell’s purchased and 
moved to an orchard property east of town 
and they have been raising tree fruit ever 
since. “Being a small operation, we looked 
for our niche by producing quality fruit 
that was not being produced by the larger 
more efficient farms,” said Howell.  

“We had the earliest maturing orchard 
of President Plums in the area (which was 
good). We tried Friar plums (a disaster), 
and in 1994, we put in the initial plantings 
of Honeycrisp apples,” said Howell.  

Theirs was the first such apple orchard 
in Washington State. “I was able to sell the 
apples myself to buyers from the Midwest 
to the San Juan Islands and, with the help 
of our grower’s co-op, pack and deliver 
them. Once the variety came into the 
mainstream, I got out of the selling part and 
just delivered the apples to a commercial 
packer for them to sell,” says Howell.

In the late 90s, Howell became 
captivated with the idea of marketing 

apple slices instead of whole apples and 
different ways to do that. The thought 
that a red-fleshed apple, which he thought 
might be attractive in those sliced apple 
packs, could be uniquely appealing in the 
market place.  

So, Howell began to develop a high 
quality red-fleshed apple. In 1997, 
they purchased heirloom red fleshed 
apple varieties (red-fleshed but poor 
culinary properties), planted them in our 
Honeycrisp orchard, collected and planted 
seed from fruit produced on those trees, 
and waited for those seedlings to grow and 
fruit. It was assumed that the male parent 
of these seed would be Honeycrisp.  

In the fall of 2010, two of the mature 
seedlings yielded fruit of exceptional 
flavor, crispness and red flesh. From there, 

Howell enlisted the assistance of key 
players in the industry to successfully bring 
this new apple product to the market. “I 
think they are outstanding,” says Howell.

“My siblings and I are excited to see 
our dad’s hard work come to fruition. It 
is difficult to develop a tasty, red-fleshed 
apple, but through patience and repeated 
experiments, our dad has developed two 
varieties. Plus, our mom (Lynette Howell) 
is to be given credit for accommodating 
many family “apple taste tests” over the 
years,”says Ericka Hartleip, daughter of 
Bill and Lynette Howell.

Imagine red apple pie, apple red Betty, 
red applesauce and red crisp apple slices 
on a plate or in a favorite salad and you 
can say, “Yeah, they were discovered and 
developed where I live, in Prosser.”
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The Northwest cherry crop promises 
to be a profitable one for growers, 
according to a Northwest Farm Services 
market snapshot. Key factors driving 
the industry include: 

1) Bullish markets: Early season 
growers in the Northwest benefited 
from an early, light California cherry 
crop. The California crop was oversold, 
leading to high prices and pent-up retail 
demand. 

2) Favorable weather: With a warm, 
dry spring cherry growers in the 
Northwest are well positioned with 
high quality fruit, good volumes and 
strong prices. 

3) Large crop: The 2014 Northwest 
cherry crop may be record-sized. An 
excellent start to the season set a strong 
market tone, but the industry may be 
challenged to maintain momentum 
amidst middle- and late-season crop 
volumes.
Cherry Markets and Crop 
Conditions

The California cherry crop was early 
and light. At an estimated 4 million 
18-pound boxes, fruit volume was only 
about 50 percent of the 2013 crop. As a 
result, the crop was oversold, leading to 
strong prices and pent-up retail demand. 

The California crop was sold out by 
the end of May. This early finish meant 
minimal overlap between the California 
and Northwest cherry markets. Demand 
for Northwest cherries started very 
strong with early prices between $80 
and $90 per box. By mid-June prices 
had moderated, but still exceeded $40 
per box.

With a warm, dry spring cherry 
growers in the Northwest are well 
positioned with high quality fruit, good 
volumes and strong prices.

Northwest Cherry Growers estimated 
the 2014 Northwest cherry crop at 20 to 
25 million 20-pound boxes.

Marketing this crop size is 
manageable with very strong prices 
and packouts for the first half of the 
crop. There is some concern about the 
industry’s ability to market middle- and 
late-season volumes that follow the 
Fourth of July holiday.

Accompanied with exceptional 
packouts, early season growers are 
positioned to generate strong profits 
as long as retail demand and weather 
remain favorable. Compared to the last 
two growing seasons and long-term 
averages, early season rain damage has 
been exceptionally light. 

Rain can not only slow harvest, but 
ripe and nearly ripe cherries absorb the 
rain causing the fruit to split. Cracked 
fruit is unmarketable. The cost of rain 
damage control measures including 
the use of fans, helicopters and spray 
applications can be significant and may 
materially impact profit margins. 

Through mid-June, growers in the 

Staff photo
Bing cherries ripen before harvest in a Grandview-area orchard. High-quality fruit, a 
big crop, and strong prices should produce good profits for growers. 

Favorable weather, 
strong prices bode 
well for cherry profits

Northwest experienced favorable 
weather with few major rain storms. 
Actual rain events have been 
accompanied by low temperatures and 
breezy conditions; which limits overall 
damage. 
Outlook

The early and light California cherry 
crop opened up a strong market for 
Northwest cherry producers. With 
quality fruit, early season cherry growers 
are positioned for strong earnings in 
2014. Early season prices have ranged 
from $40 to $90 per box to date as the 
marketing season has progressed. 

Cherry prices have historically 
averaged $20 to $30 per box, making 
early season prices very profitable. 
Looking ahead, a long marketing season 
bodes well for growers, but it remains to 
be seen what will happen in July once 
the majority of the cherry crop hits the 
market and supply increases. 

Late season prices will likely see 
some compression, but should remain 
profitable.
Labor

Overall, early season harvest labor 
has been adequate, though some 
areas have reported shortages. These 
shortages are expected to become more 
widespread as the season progresses and 
harvest windows intensify.

Cherry pickers can make good money 
relative to other crops, often providing 
cherry producers with a competitive 
advantage for labor during the cherry 
harvest season. However, if labor supply 
tightens as expected, general wage rates 
will rise and put some pressure on profit 
margins.
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By Dr. Steve Ghan
Yakima Valley farmers are losing 

the supply of water they rely on for 
irrigation during summer, but they 
can do something about it. Most of 
the water that flows down the Yakima 
River is provided by snowmelt, 
and measurements in the Cascades 
show that the Cascade snowpack 
has decreased 20% over the last five 
decades. Analyses of precipitation 
and temperature measurements 
[1] demonstrate that most of the 
snowpack decrease is caused by 
warming during this period, which 
means more precipitation in recent 
years is falling as rain not snow, 
flowing down the rivers during winter 
and spring rather than summer. 

According to the recent National 
Climate Assessment, this trend is 
likely to continue as carbon dioxide 
accumulates in the atmosphere, 
absorbing heat from the surface and 
sending it back down. The role of 
carbon dioxide in climate change 
is widely accepted in the scientific 

Climate change and farming
community. The dramatic cooling 
and warming during the ice age 
cycles cannot be explained without 
including the role of changes in 
carbon dioxide. More recently, 
carbon dioxide concentrations in the 
atmosphere have increased from 280 
parts per million in 1850 to 400 ppm 
today, and will continue to increase 
as long as fossil fuel (coal, oil, gas) 
combustion is the primary energy 
source for the global economy. 

Because of this, the recent 
National Climate Assessment 
concludes the snowpack decrease is 
likely to continue, reaching 30-50% 
by the 2040s and 50-70% by 2100, 
depending on how much the climate 
warms. These large reductions 
would be devastating for the many 
farms in the Yakima Valley that rely 
on summer snowmelt for irrigation.

There are two ways to avoid 
the devastation: adapt or prevent. 
The Yakima Valley can adapt with 
agriculture that requires less water, 
but that is much less profitable for 
farmers. The region could also adapt 
by building new reservoirs in the 
upper basins of the Yakima River, 
but those reservoirs would displace 
residents, recreation space, and 
wildlife habitat. So adaptation is 
costly.

A much cheaper approach is 
to prevent. Since future warming 
will be driven mostly by fossil fuel 
combustion [2], future warming 
and future snowpack loss depends 
on worldwide energy choices.  
Snowpack loss and many other 
impacts of global warming can be 
prevented if fossil fuels are replaced 
as the primary energy source of the 
world economy.

Fossil fuel use can be reduced 
several different ways. Perhaps most 
effective is putting a price on fossil 
fuel carbon and then returning all 
of the revenue collected back to the 
economy.  This approach is advocated 
by Citizens’ Climate Lobby and 
has the support of conservative 
economists. Most importantly, it 
has recently been found to improve 
the economy while reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions by 50% in twenty 
years. So the Cascade snowpack can 
be saved.
References 
[1] P. W. Mote, Climate-Driven 
Variability and Trends in Mountain 
Snowpack in Western North 
America, J. Climate, 2006.
[2] Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, Climate Change 
2013: The Physical Science Basis. 
Editor’s note;  Steve Ghan is a Climate 
Scientist with 130 peer reviewed 
journal publications, contributions 
to three Assessment Reports by 
the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (which was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 
2007), and Editor-in-Chief of the 
Journal of Geophysical Research - 
Atmospheres.

Amarillo Sky
Sung by Jason Aldean 

He gets up before the dawn; 
Packs a lunch an’ a thermos full of 
coffee. 
It’s another day in the dusty haze; 
Those burnin’ rays are wearin’ down 
his body. 
The diesels worth the price of gold; 
It’s the cheapest grain he’s ever sold, 
But he’s still holdin’ on. 
 
He just takes the tractor another 
round, 
An’ pulls the plow across the 
ground, 
And sends up another prayer. 
He says: “Lord, I never complain, I 
never ask: ‘Why?’ 
“Please don’t let my dreams run dry, 
“Underneath, underneath this 
Amarillo Sky.” 
 
That hail storm back in ‘83, 
Sure did take a toll on his family. 
But he stayed strong and carried on, 

Just like his Dad and Granddad did 
before him. 
On his knees every night, 
He prays: “Please let my crops and 
children grow,” 
‘Cause that’s all he’s ever known. 
 
He just takes the tractor another 
round, 
An’ pulls the plow across the ground, 
And sends up another prayer. 
He says: “Lord, I never complain, I 
never ask: ‘Why?’ 
“Please don’t let my dreams run dry, 
“Underneath, underneath this 
Amarillo Sky.” 
 
An’ he takes the tractor another 
round. (Another round.) 
Another round. (Another round.) 
Another round. 
An’ he takes the tractor another 
round, another round. 
He says: “I never complain, I never 
ask: ‘Why?’ 
“Please don’t let my dreams run dry, 
“Underneath, underneath this 
Amarillo Sky
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Prosser - This hot, sunny weather 
might have you looking for tree shade, 
and grateful to whomever planted it. 
Now turn that thinking forward. What 
future benefits do you want to enjoy from 
your agricultural property? Do you want 
higher yields? Fewer pests? Lower costs? 
Better soil? Less erosion? If you can 
answer these questions, you need to plan 
on visiting Benton Conservation District.

Benton Conservation District (BCD) is 
a small local agency located in Prosser and 
Kennewick with the mission of providing 
technical assistance to local landowners 
for protection of natural resources like 
soil, air, water, crops, wildlife and others. 

BCD is a “special use district” like 
a fire district or a school district, but 
conservation districts help by lending 
a hand when people want to protect the 
land. This helping hand comes in the form 
of free technical advice, customized to 
the property and problem, and sometimes 
grants or reimbursements to help pay for 
the solutions. BCD provides technical 
assistance free of charge. Professional 
staff meet with the landowner and ask 
about the landowner’s goals for their 
property. 

Depending upon the landowner’s 
goals, BCD staff can provide written 
suggestions, technical conservation plans 
for Best Management Practices on the 
property. Best Management Practices are 
strategic ways of managing land, based 
on the latest, best available science. BCD 
works in cooperation with a landowner, 
providing information and making 
recommendations for Best Management 
Practices. The landowner can use this 
information to take action and make 
changes, but is not obligated to do so.

This past year, Benton Conservation 

Plan for success with Benton Conservation District

Photo by Benton Conservation District
Erin Danny shows Benton Conservation District’s Agriculture Technician, Erin 
Hightower, during a site visit to the cattle operation of Prosser’s Dan Downs. Although 
Downs has been ranching for years, Hightower shared some new technical information 
on grazing to help him make management decisions on his property. 

Photo by USDA NRCS
Tailgate conservation planning Benton Conservation District’s conservation planning 
brings technical expertise to the field and sometimes a tailgate works like a desk. 

District staff assisted 32 landowners 
in planning and implementing Best 
Management Practices on nearly 2,500 
acres. These Best Management Practices 
included Irrigation Water Management, 
Pasture Management, Cross-fencing, 
Wind Breaks, Soil Conservation, Erosion 
Control and Irrigation Conversions. 
Irrigation Water Management means 
monitoring soil moisture and watering 
based on both crop type and soil type. 
Pasture Management includes using 
scientific principles to schedule grazing 
and rest periods, which can improve 
forage production and control weeds. 
Irrigation conversions help a landowner 
to change equipment from an older 
irrigation system to a more modern water- 
and energy-efficient system. Depending 
upon the individual property, these 
Best Management Practices could help 
landowners improve yield, control pest 
and reduce costs. Landowners may be 
eligible for financial assistance or cost-
share reimbursement for installing Best 
Management Practices. Last year, Benton 
Conservation District helped landowners 
secure over $92,000 to implement Best 
Management Practices on their property.

Wish you could get in on that funding 
to make conservation improvements on 
your property? Eleanor Roosevelt said “It 
takes as much energy to wish as it does 
to plan.” So plan on contacting Benton 
Conservation District and we plan to 
help you too! BCD staff are available 
via phone (509)736-6000, on the internet 
at www.bentoncd.org or in person at 
1021 W. Clearwater Avenue, Suite 101, 
Kennewick.
“Someone’s sitting in the shade today 
because someone planted a tree a long 
time ago.” Warren Buffet

Grandview
501 E. Wine Country Rd.
Grandview, WA 98930

800-572-9634

Yakima
311 West I Street

Yakima, WA 98902
509-453-3191

Walla Walla
948 May Street

Walla Walla, WA 99362
509-547-6122

Toppenish
69443 Hwy 97

Toppenish, WA 98948
509-865-3415

Pasco
151 N. Commercial Ave

Pasco, WA 99301
509-547-6122

A Powell Christensen Company

White pelicans make 
Yakima River their home

Photo by Victoria Walker
White pelicans drifting on the Yakima River.  The American White Pelican is 
a huge white bird with a nine-foot wingspan. American White Pelicans have an 
enormous orange bills and distensible gular (throat) pouches. Breeding adults have 
a laterally flattened horn on the upper mandible. The White Pelican is listed as 
an endangered species in Washington. Colonies have disappeared from historical 
breeding areas around Moses Lake. American White Pelicans are extremely 
sensitive to human disturbance of breeding colonies. Disturbance may cause adults 
to expose eggs and young to predators and temperature stress or to abandon nests 
altogether. 
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Hay prices started out strong for the 
2014 crop and have the potential to 
increase, according to a market snapshot 
provided by Northwest Farm Credit 
Services. Drivers most impacting the 
industry outlook include: 

1) Limited supplies: Shortages of 
hay going into the 2014 season created 
a pent up demand from Northwest and 
California dairies and exporters. 

2) Dairy profitability: Dairies are 
currently experiencing strong profitability 
and have sufficient cash flow to pay higher 
prices for premium quality dairy hay. 

3) Limited rebuilding of hay stocks: 
Regional hay supplies were low prior to 
first cutting, and despite favorable harvest 
conditions and a good crop to date, 
analysts anticipate the supply-demand 
balance will remain tight due to drought 
conditions and a slight decline in hay 
acreage for 2014.

Local Markets
First cutting alfalfa in most of the 

Northwest was completed with favorable 
weather conditions that allowed producers 
to put up high quality hay without 
significant weather damage. First-cutting 
yields were reportedly strong throughout 
the Northwest and producers anticipate a 
good year for alfalfa production in areas 
with adequate water.

In the Washington-Oregon Columbia 
Basin, first cutting alfalfa is near 
completion. Weather was conducive to 
harvest and most hay was put up with 
good color and texture. Scattered showers 

Staff photo
Freshly-cut alfalfa dries in the summer sun in a local field, with Mt. Adams in the 
background. Growers are anticipating a good year for alfalfa production. 

Hay industry outlook 
said favorable, acreage 
declines slightly for 2014

moved through the Basin during harvest, 
but the impact was minimal. 

Regional demand for dairy-quality 
alfalfa remains strong; prices for high 
quality alfalfa currently range from $240 
to $255 per ton at the stack. Prices are 
supported by low beginning stocks, where 
most producers are sold-out of old crop.

Regional demand for timothy hay is 
strong again this year. In the Columbia 
Basin and the Kittitas Valley, producers 
that harvested during the first several weeks 
in June experienced generally favorable 
weather conditions and a quality harvest. 
Some rain damage occurred during the 
second half of June, but overall production 
quality was higher for the 2014 season 
than the prior year. Prices for premium 
timothy range from $255 to $300 per ton, 
depending on market and bale size.

At the end of June, dairy-quality alfalfa 
sold for $240 to $250 per ton at the stack 
with feeder quality alfalfa ranging from 
$220 to $230 per ton. Alfalfa prices started 
out strong for the season and are not 
expected to soften as demand from dairies 
remains strong and water issues in other 
areas of the Northwest and California limit 
supplies.

Hay Supplies
Experts anticipate short supplies and 

minimal acreage increases in the Northwest 
will support strong supreme and premium 
alfalfa prices in the near-term. Throughout 
the Northwest, first-cutting conditions 
were favorable, resulting in a consistently 
high-quality and plentiful crop – something 

not seen in the past three seasons.
Production potential: According 

to the March 31, 2014 USDA Acreage 
Report, net acres of hay for harvest in the 
Northwest and California are projected 
to be down 0.13 percent year-over-year. 
The anticipated reduction is led by a 
3.57 percent decrease in Montana and 
a 1.3 percent decline in Washington; 
offset partially by a 7.8 percent increase 
in Oregon and very slight increases for 
Idaho and California.

Minimal change in acreage, continued 
demand from dairies and drought 
conditions lead analysts to predict 

minimal rebuilding of hay stocks in 2014. 
Total hay production may be higher in 
2014 than the prior year if favorable 
harvest conditions continue beyond the 
first cutting, but with strong continued 
demand from dairies, analysts do not 
predict surplus supplies at year end.

Irrigation: Availability of irrigation 
water will continue to impact hay 
production and harvest plans in the

Northwest and California in 2014. Hay 
growers affected by mandatory irrigation 
cuts will likely take fewer cuttings, 
focusing on yield maximization instead 
of quality.

U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm 
Service Agency Administrator Juan M. 
Garcia has announced the extension of the 
Milk Income Loss Contract program.

The extended MILC protects dairy 
farmers enrolled in the program against 
income loss through Sept. 1, 2014, or until 
a new Margin Protection Program for dairy 
producers, established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, is operational.

Contracts for eligible producers enrolled 
in MILC on or before Sept. 30, 2013, are 
automatically extended until the termination 
date of the MILC program.  Dairy operations 
with approved MILC contracts will continue 
to receive monthly payments if a payment 
rate is in effect.  

MILC compensates enrolled dairy 
producers when the Boston Class I milk 
price falls below $16.94 per hundredweight 
(cwt), after adjustment for the cost of dairy 
feed rations.  MILC payments are calculated 

MILC program extended through Sept. 1
each month using the latest milk price and 
feed cost, just as in the 2008 Farm Bill.  

The payment rate for October 2013 
through January 2014 marketings is zero.  
Payment rates during the months after 
January 2014 until the termination of the 
MILC program will be determined as the 
appropriate data becomes available.   

Since MILC payments are limited to 
a maximum amount of milk production 
each fiscal year, dairy operations may 
select a production start month other than 
October 2013 (the start of fiscal year 2014).  
Producers who want to select a different 
production start month must visit their local 
FSA office between April 14, and May 30.

FSA will provide producers with 
information on program requirements, 
updates and sign-ups as the information 
becomes available.  For more information on 
MILC, contact a local FSA county office or 
visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov.
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Is your swallow nest box being used 
by house sparrows? 

Your purple martin house taken over 
by European starlings? 

You may have design flaws in the 
housing you’ve provided that allows 
these aggressive, non-native birds to 
thrive and our native birds to decline. 

Some ready-made bird houses 
may look cute but are not necessarily 
designed to keep the bullies of the bird 
world out. 

Perches, for example, aren’t needed 
by birds but attract house sparrows and 
starlings. 

Design and construction of bird 
houses need to be species-specific. The 
most important part is the entrance 
hole. If the hole is too small, the 
desired bird won’t be able to enter. If 
it’s too big (and this is more likely) 
undesirable wildlife - like non-native 
sparrows and starlings, and uninvited 
squirrels, can get in and harm, evict, or 
kill the desired bird. 

As a rule, house sparrows can’t enter 
a nest box if the entrance hole is less 
than 1-1/8 inches in diameter. Starlings 
can’t enter if the hole is less than 1-1/2 
inches in diameter. 

Information in the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) “Woodworking Projects for 
Backyard Wildlife,” available at http://
wdfw.wa.gov/living/projects/, specifies 
entrance hole sizes to exclude these 
birds wherever possible.  Even if you 
don’t want to make your own nest 
boxes, it’s a good resource for making 
better decisions when you purchase 
bird houses. 

Bird houses often have to be 
maintained on a yearly basis to stick 
to these specs. You’ll need to patch or 
restore the entrance holes after squirrels 
or woodpeckers have tried to enlarge 
them. There are many ways to do this, 
from attaching wooden extensions or 
“donuts” over the holes to fortifying 
them with metal washers. 

If you still have problems with 
aggressive non-native species even 
when you follow the standards, there 
are also design alternatives. 

A diamond-shaped entrance hole 
that is no more than 7/8-inch deep 

Help native nesting birds by design
and up to 3-1/2 inches wide, will 
exclude house sparrows and starlings.  
To accommodate the slightly bigger 
violet-green swallow, file down the 
area inside of the entry hole by just a 
quarter inch. You can see these specs 
at http://wdfw.wa.gov/living/projects/
basic_songbird.html . 

Anacortes bird enthusiast Gene 
Derig came up with that diamond 
design but recently told us about an 
even simpler way to accommodate and 
protect not only violet-green swallows, 
but also chickadees, nuthatches, and 
other native species.  

“Try using a ¾-inch high slot 
configuration,” Gene said. “The slot 
is made by drilling three consecutive 
horizontal holes with a ¾-inch drill bit, 
and then just shaving out what’s left. 
It’s especially good for urban areas 
where there are more house sparrows.” 

The purple martin is a species that 
could really use help with suitable 
nest sites within its range in western 
Washington, since its numbers seem to 
be declining. In fact, it’s a candidate for 
state protective listing, in part because 
of competition from sparrows and 
starlings. 

WDFW biologist Chris Anderson 
notes that purple martins are colony 
nesters, but those attractive “multiple 
apartment complex” bird houses 
designed for them can be a problem in 
urban areas where starlings and house 
sparrows are numerous. 

“A cluster of gourds drilled with 
holes seems to be much less preferred 
by starlings and house sparrows and the 
martins love them,” Anderson said. 

Another way to help is to be more 
strategic with placement of bird nest 
boxes. 

Martins, like all swallows, feed 
on insects, mostly on the wing, often 
over water where insects concentrate. 
Hanging a gourd collection over water 
makes it that much more enticing to 
martins and less inviting to sparrows 
and starlings. 

Sparrows and starlings usually won’t 
nest within ten feet of the ground. 
Placing nest boxes four to five feet off 
the ground and in brushy areas will 
discourage these birds, and will readily 

be used by many native species, from 
bluebirds to wrens. Nest boxes at this 
height, however, are vulnerable to 
predators such as cats. 

If you want to get rid of house 
sparrows or European starlings nesting 
in a bird house, it is legal to remove 
their nests and destroy the eggs. 
Unlike most birds, these non-native, 
introduced species are not protected 
by state or federal law. Nests may have 
to be removed five to six times before 
sparrows or starlings finally abandon 
the house. 

Sometimes the best thing to do if 
your area is plagued by starlings or 
house sparrows, and you can’t actively 

manage them, is to simply not use bird 
nest boxes at all. 

There are many other resources to 
help you address bird house issues in 
addition to WDFW’s “Living With 
Wildlife” webpages. Some of the 
best information is available on the 
Sialis website, developed for people 
interested in helping bluebirds (which 
are in the genus Sialia) and other 
native cavity-nesting birds. For starling 
problems, see http://www.sialis.org/
starlingbio.htm   and for House sparrow 
problems see http://www.sialis.org/
hosp.htm .  Another good site is http://
www.treeswallowprojects.com/index.
html . 

Fun Farm Facts
•	 The longest recorded flight of a chicken is 13 seconds.
•	 Twenty-nine cuts of beef meet government guidelines for lean.
•	 The average dairy cow produces seven gallons of milk a day, 2,100 

pounds of milk a month, and 46,000 glasses of milk a year. 
•	 Turkeys originated in North and Central America, and evidence 

indicates that they have been around for more than 10 million years.
•	 Agriculture employs more than 24 million American workers (17% of the 

total U.S. work force).
•	 Today’s American farmer feeds about 155 people worldwide. In 1960, 

that number was 25.8. 




